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March 27 — 29, 2008

Spirit Center at The Monastery of St. Gertrude

Historical Museum at St. Gertrude

465 Keuterville Road • Cottonwood, ID 83522

PH: (208) 962-2050 • FX: (208) 962-2059

Museum@StGertrudes.org

www.historicalmuseumatstgertrude.com/

Don’t Miss Out - R egi ster Today!
Deadline is March 21, 2008.

IAM 2008 Annual Conference
Connections: Views from Outside & Inside the Museum
It’s time for the 2008 IAM Annual Conference! We have a great program and a fun location, so 
sign up right away. Contact the Historical Museum at St. Gertrude for registration information.

The Location 
The conference is being held at the Historical Museum at St. Gertrude. Located at the Monas-
tery of St. Gertrude in Cottonwood, Idaho the Historical Museum at St. Gertrude is one of the 
oldest, continuously operating museums in the Paci" c Northwest. Our focus is on the history 
of the vast prairie and river regions of north central Idaho with exhibits on the Nez Perce, 
mining, logging, farming, ranching, minerals, weapons, legendary local characters and much 
more. Also featured are exhibits on the history of the Monastery of St. Gertrude, plus the 
Rhoades Emmanuel Memorial Gallery, a collection of rare and exquisite Asian artifacts dating 
to 1368 CE. Currently in its 77th year recent improvements to the facility include enhanced 
display cases, upgraded interpretation signs and new artifacts. 

Keynote Address 
The keynote address will be “Marketing Your Museum” by Lorraine Hingston Roach, Presi-
dent of The Hingston Roach Group. This session will be an interactive, thought-provoking 
perspective about your museum’s current and potential customers, partners, constituents, sup-
porters and visitors: how to captivate them and inspire them to be enthusiastic supporters and 
ambassadors for you. We will discuss creative and inexpensive ways to promote your museum 
— using partnerships, media, events, the “buzz”, theatrics and other fun techniques to attract 
locals, tourists, sponsors, kids, funders, web users, etc. The keynote session will be followed 
by breakout groups where you will assess your own museum’s strengths and weaknesses your 
theme, branding, story(ies), image, marketing messages/materials, curb appeal, services and 
opportunities to leverage your strengths into a highly effective marketing program. 

Other Sessions
Dan Crandall, Director of the Latah County Historical Society, will also present a session 
entitled, “Getting the Other Word Out: In# uencing the People Who Control the Fate of Your 
Museum.” There will also be a State of the State Historical Society address by Jan Gallimore, 
Executive Director; a State of the Idaho Association of Museums address by Patty Miller, 
IAM President; and a Report from the Idaho State Historian, Keith Petersen. 

The program will also include mini workshops on design tips and ideas for websites, bro-
chures, posters, and other outreach materials, along with roundtable discussions on grantwrit-
ing, collections, and educational programs.
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The Idaho Association of Museums wants to help everyone attend the conference who is interested. As such, they have set aside 
money in the budget to provide stipends for a limited number of conference attendees to help defray the costs. Preference will 

be given to an individual attending the conference for the " rst time.

For the 2008 Conference, the IAM will award two stipends of $50 for participants who live within 100 miles of the conference. 
They will provide one stipend of $150 for a participant who lives within 100-200 miles of the conference, and they will provide 
one stipend of $250 for a participant who lives over 200 miles from the conference. The fee for the conference is $40 for IAM 
members and $50 for non-members. There is an additional fee of $125 for a room and all meals. 

To apply for a stipend, please submit a brief letter detailing your relationship to a museum (staff, board member, volunteer), if you 
have attended an IAM conference before, and why you feel you should be awarded a stipend to attend the conference. Submis-
sions should be sent to Patty A. Miller, IAM President at mail@basquemuseum.com. The subject line of the e-mail should read, “ 
IAM Stipend Request.” Please contact Patty at (208) 343-1285 with questions or for more information. 

Recipients will then be required to write an article for an upcoming newsletter regarding some aspect of the conference. 

The 2008 IAM Conference, hosted by the Historical Museum at St. Gertrude and the Monastery of St. Gertrude, will be a time of 
learning and of sharing with other museum professionals and volunteers. We hope that you will consider attending and that you 
will apply for a stipend if it will make a difference in your decision!

IAM Annual Conference
The  IAM Annual Conference Offers Many Bene" ts
Here Are Some Memories From the 2007 Conference

Interpretation (and 
humor!)

Networking

Round Table 
Discussions

Hands-on 
Workshops

Meeting Y our Colleagues (Here are 
Mary Reed, Membership Chair, and 

Jody Ochoa, Treasurer

Stipends Are Available!
Apply for a Stipend if it Can Make a Difference in Your Decision to Attend
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IAM Membership
Bene" ts YOU!

IAM Newsletter published 
three times a year

Museum assessment 
consulting mini-grants 

Travel stipends 

Professional development, 
education and networking

Networking with other 
museums

State and regional advocacy 

Annual conferences 

Web site with links to member 
museums and sites

A Note from the Membership Desk
By Mary Reed, Membership Chair

Thanks to those who have already renewed their memberships for 2008! 
And a warm welcome to our two newest members: the Boundary County 

Historical Society, which is featured in this newsletter on page 5, and the 
Idaho Humanities Council. 

Here’s a reminder to those who have not yet renewed along with an invitation 
to those who haven’t yet joined IAM to become members. Below is a handy 
membership form for new and renewing members..

As a non-pro" t, private group we depend on membership income for newslet-
ters, conferences, workshops, and other services. Please don’t delay and send 
in your renewal or new membership. Thanks!

Membership News

Membership Form
Become a new member, renew your current membership, or invite a col-
league or friend to join by " lling out this form and sending it with your 
payment to:

Idaho Association of Museums
c/o Jody Hawley Ochoa, IAM Treasurer

610 North Julia Davis Drive
Boise ID 83702.

You can join IAM with an individual membership as well as with an insti-
tutional one. Please indicate below your membership requirements.

r  Individual Membership — $10 per person

r  Institutional Membership—Dues are based on museum’s annual budget
r  $15 for annual budgets up to $5,000
r  $20 for annual budgets of $5,001 to $25,000
r  $30 for annual budgets of $25,001 to $50,000
r  $50 for annual budgets over $50,000

r  Iwish to make an additional contribution of $_____________

Total Enclosed: $_____________

Name _____________________________________________________

Institution __________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________

Phone  ____________________________________________________

E-mail ____________________________________________________

Thanks for your support!

"
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OFFICERS

PRESIDENT — Patty Miller
VICE PRESIDENT — Teresa Nelson
TREASURER — Jody Ochoa
SECRETARY —Vacant
NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE
Editor, Mary Reed
Article Contributor, Wendy Miller
Layout and Distribution, Teresa Nelson

REPRESENTATIVES

NORTHERN REGION
Position 1 (Term 2005-2009)
Mary Cay Henry, Curator/Registrar
The Historical Museum at St. Gertrude
465 Keuterville Rd
Cottonwood, ID 83522-5183
(208) 962-2050
curator@stgertrudes.org

Position 2 (Term 2006-2010)
Dan Crandall, Director
Latah County Historical Society
327 East Second Street
Moscow, ID 83843
208/882-1004
dcrandall@latah.id.us

SOUTHWESTERN REGION
Position 1 (2004-2008)
Patty Miller , Director
Basque Museum & Cultural Center
611 Grove Street
Boise, ID 83702
(208) 343-1285
pattyam@basquemuseum.com

Position 2 (2005-2009)
Wendy Miller, Director
Canyon County Historical Museum
Box 595
Nampa, ID 83653
(208) 467-7611
info@canyoncountyhistory.com

SOUTHEASTERN REGION
Position 1 (2005-2009)
Betty Murphy , President
Ketchum/Sun Valley Historical Society 
& Heritage & Ski Museum
P.O. Box 3557
Ketchum, ID 83340
(208) 726-6423
bmurphysv@aol.com

Position 2 (Term 2004-2008)
Teresa Nelson, Registrar & Mktg Mgr
Idaho Museum of Natural History
ISU Mail Stop 8096
Pocatello, ID 83209-8096
(208) 282-2603
nelstere@isu.edu

AT-LARGE REPRESENTATIVES
Position 1 (2005-2009)
Grace Wolfe
PO Box 661
Idaho City, ID  83631
(208)392-9551
baroque.iris@gmail.com

Position 2 (2006-2010)
Mary Reed
313 NW Webb St.
Pullman, WA 99163
(509)332-3457
reedme@pullman.com

Position 3 (2005-2009)
Alyse Cadez, Ed Tech/Vol Coord
Nez Perce National Historical Park
39063 U.S. Highway 95
Spalding, ID 83540
(208) 843-7038 
alyse_cadez@nps.gov

Position 4 (2006-2010)
Anne Ferguson, Curator
Bonner County Museum
611 South Ella Avenue
Sandpoint ID 83864
(208) 263-2344
bchs@verizon.net

Board Appointed Treasurer
Jody Ochoa, Director
Idaho State Historical Museum
610 N. Julia Davis Drive
Boise, ID 83702
(208) 334-2120 x 14
jochoa@ishs.idaho.gov

IAM Of" cers and Board Members
Board Appointments 
Sherry Caisley-Wilkinson has resigned from the 
Northern Region Representative Position. Mary 
Cay Henry, Curator/Registrar at The Historical 
Museum at St. Gertrude, has been appointed to 
" l l out the remainder of Sherry’s term (2005-
2009).

Dorothy Dahlgren has resigned from the At-large 
Position 4. Anne Ferguson, Curator with  the 
Bonner County Museum, has been appointed to 
" l l out the remainder of Dorothy’s term (2006-
2010). 

Board Elections
There are two positions open on the IAM Board 
and elections will be held at the 2008 Confer-
ence. This is an exciting time in the history of the 
organization with great possibilities for growth 
and the need for active board members with en-
ergy and mixed talents to help move the organi-
zation forward. 

Following are the available positions along with 
candidates nominated so far. If you, or someone 
in your organization, is interested in serving 
a 4-year term along with representatives from 
throughout the State, or if you have questions 
concerning the positions– please do not hesitate 
to contact Patty Miller at mail@basquemuseum.
com or 208/343-1285.

Southeastern Region, Position 2 (2008-2012)

Nominee: Teresa Nelson, Registrar and Market-
ing Manager for the Idaho Museum of Natural 
History in Pocatello. Teresa has a Master’s 
Degree in Business Administration. Teresa has 
previously been involved with IAM in helping 
coordinate the 2007 Conference, doing the layout 
design and distribution for the IAM newsletter, 
and in completing the Southeastern Region 2 
position following Linda Deck’s resignation. 

Southwestern Region, Position 1 (2008-2012)

Nominee: Laurie Baker, Curator of the Eagle 
Historical Museum. Laurie has a Master’s 
Degree in History from the University of Cali-
fornia at Riverside and a certi" cate in Museum 
Curatorship.  She’s the " rst museum professional 
that the organization has hired and has great 
challenges as there is currently much growth and 
many changes in Eagle.
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Where would you go to see bedroom furnishings purchased 
at the 1876 Philadelphia Centennial Exhibition? Where 

could you try out a Vander graph generator? Where might you 
meet a 100 year old White Caribou? You will " nd all of these 
and more at the Boundary County Museum in Bonners Ferry, 
Idaho. The extensive museum photo and artifact collection 
reveals the stories of the Kootenai natives, arrival of fur traders, 
logging, mining, agriculture, # oods, and honors the land and 
the lives of the people who have walked here in earlier times.

Bonners Ferry, the northernmost city in Idaho, bridges the 
Kootenai River and is the Boundary County seat. Until the 
beginning of the nineteenth century, only the Native Kootenai 
Indians lived in the river valley. In May 1808, fur trader David 
Thompson and company arrived by canoe. In the late 1800s, a 
gold strike in Canada lured hundreds of prospectors northward 
through the area on what became known as the Wildhorse Trail. 
Later Edwin Bonner, a Walla Walla merchant, secured a permit 
from the territorial government in Lewiston to operate a ferry 
crossing, giving rise to settlements on both sides of the river. 
In 1899 they merged to form the village of Bonners Ferry. The 
area, rich in natural resources, has a history in mining, logging, 
agriculture, and commerce.

As early as 1895 the Kootenai Herald reported “There is talk of 
getting a historical society at Bonners Ferry…The old pioneers 
are now with us and their stock of early information should be 
recorded in literature.” From 1935 to 1965 interested residents 
laid plans for a pioneer museum. 

In 1966 a small group of individuals, interested in preserving 
the early history of Boundary County met, and in 1974 the 
Boundary County Historical Society opened a museum in the 
basement of the new library building. By 1983 when the library 
needed more space, the society put their artifacts into storage 
until they were able to lease an old service station building. 
The new museum opened in 1986. For the next twenty years 
locals and tourists visited the museum to see the caribou, walk 
through grandma’s kitchen, " nd old friends and family in 
school photos, and learn why the town is called Bonners Ferry. 

In 2003 Mary Ellen Thomason left a generous monetary gift to 
the society to purchase and improve the facility and exhibit the 

What’s going on at your museum?

Send your tidbits for “Member Happenings” to 
Teresa Nelson at nelstere@isu.edu.

A North Idaho Museum Rich with Stories 
by Gini Woodward, Secretary of the Boundary County Historical Society,Inc

Legend says that two Indians killed the white caribou and 
that Porthill saloon owner Fred Fischer stuffed it for a 

display. In April of 1905 it was moved to the White Caribou 
saloon in Bonners Ferry. It stood in the window until 

1910 when prohibition closed the saloon. After several 
adventures it arrived at the Bonners Ferry museum in 

about 1974. Plans are underway to create a " tting exhibit 
to tell its story of the caribou as it relates to the lives and 

times of Boundary County.

ornate bedroom furniture which her family had purchased at the 
Boundary County Historical Society to purchase and improve 
a museum facility and to display 1876 Philadelphia Centennial 
Exhibition. The Boundary County Historical Society is using 
the remainder of the bequest to remodel and expand into an 
adjacent building.

The museum has an active schedule planned. It will sponsor 
a traveling David Thompson exhibit from May 2-16, includ-
ing a trapper trunk show and two guest speakers. This event 
is a prelude to a Kootenai Tribal Encampment on June 19-21. 
The Friends of the Museum are creating two David Thompson 
Bicentennial Commemorative Quilts as a fundraiser.

Other upcoming activities include the publication of a com-
munity cook book. a downtown History Walk and Quilt Show. 
They recently reprinted the 1986 History of Boundary County. 
The society meets at 7 p.m. the second Wednesday of each 
month at the museum, 7229 Main Street.

IAM Member Happenings
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Member Happenings continued  
ISHS Initiates New Outreach Program
Keith Petersen Appointed ISHS Associate Director and State Historian

With the Lewis and Clark Bicenten-
nial winding down, the Idaho State 

Historical Society decided that former 
LC state coordinator Keith Petersen 
needed something to " ll his empty hours. 
At its annual meeting in October 2007, 
the Society announced that Keith would 
become the Society’s new Associate Di-
rector and State Historian. He has moved 
his of" ce from Lewiston to Moscow.

“One of our goals with this new posi-
tion,” stated Society Executive Director 
Janet Gallimore, “is to provide more 
outreach throughout the state. We expect 
that Keith will be on the road a great 
deal working with museums, historical 
societies, preservation commissions and 
other organizations that are our partners 
in preserving Idaho’s history.”

Petersen served as the Director of the La-
tah County Historical Society in Moscow 
from 1977-1981 and was the north Idaho 
coordinator for two previous statewide 
outreach programs supported by the 
State Historical Society. Known as The 
Working Together Project, the program 
ran from 1981-83, and again during the 

state’s centennial celebration, 1987-90. 
During that time Petersen and two col-
leagues in Pocatello and Boise worked 
with dozens of organizations as they 
planned educational, interpretive, and 
preservation projects. Petersen served as 
state Lewis and Clark bicentennial coor-
dinator from 1999-2006 and then as the 
Historical Society’s Interim Executive 
Director prior to the hiring of Gallimore.

“I’m kind of a Jack of all trades,” Peters-
en noted. “I’ve been working in the " eld 
for more than 30 years, but there are lots 
of areas of specialization where I am no 
expert. But we have many experts on our 
professional staff. One of our goals is for 
me to work with groups in the " eld, and 
if we need to put organizations in contact 
with specialists, we can then do that. So, 
give me a call if you think we can help 
you in any way.”

Since October Keith has worked with a 
variety of groups including the Adams 
County Historical Society, Troy Histori-
cal Society, Westwood Historical Society, 
Boundary County Historical Society, and 
the Weippe Discovery Center. 

Kim Brown of the Kootenai County 
Historic Preservation Commission 

and Keith Petersen at the construction 
site for the new Post Falls City Hall. A 
large historical exhibit is planned for 
the rotunda seen in the background.

Contact Keith if you have a project or a 
concern that you think the Society can as-
sist with. You can reach him at Idaho State 
Historical Society, North Idaho Of" ce, 
530 S. Asbury St., Suite 4, Moscow, ID 
83843, (208) 882-1540, Keith.petersen@
ishs.idaho.gov.

Carnegie Building Celebrates 100th Birthday
By Nancy Marshall, Director of the Mountain Home Historical Society

The Mountain Home Historical 
Society/Museum will celebrate the 

Carnegie Building’s 100-Year Birthday 
throughout 2008. The " rst community 
event will be the Women’s History Ban-
quet on Saturday, March 1. 

This year’s theme is “A Century of 
Women Enriching the Future,” and will 
honor the 100-year history with librar-
ians and the Civic Club. The program is 
made possible by funding from the Idaho 
Humanities Council. 

The keynote speaker will be Dr. Susan 
Swetnam, Professor of English at Idaho 
State University. Swetnam was named 
ISU’s Distinguished Teacher (1988) and 
is one of their Outstanding Researchers 
(1992) and Distinguished Public Servant 

(1996). Dr. Swetnam’s talk is entitled,  “A Monu-
ment to the Women: Establishment of Mountain 
Home’s Carnegie Library.” 

Around the turn of the century, 10 Idaho towns 
successfully applied for (and two unsuccessfully 
applied) public library building grants from philan-
thropist Andrew Carnegie.

The Women’s History Banquet is a semi-formal 
event, hosted by the Friends of the Museum and 
will start at 5:30 p.m. at the American Legion Hall, 
515 E. 2nd Street in Mountain Home. Tickets are 
on sale at the Mountain Home Historical Museum 
for $16.00. There is limited seating and tickets can 
be reserved by calling 208-587-6847 or by visiting 
the museum at 180 S. 3rd E. The museum is open 
Monday through Friday from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm 
and on Saturday from noon to 4:00 pm. Dr. Susan Swetnam, ISU 

Professor of English
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The American Association for State and Local History 
(AASLH) is announcing a great, and free resource avail-

able to museums. It is the IMLS’s “Connecting to Collections 
Bookshelf.” This has been described as a “must-have” publi-
cation by museum experts. 

In addition to the books, there is a User’s Guide which details 
each publication and answer the most-asked questions in our 
" eld. You can download a User’s Guide from their website at 
www.imls.gov. 

The collection itself is easy to apply for. The application 
will be available online at www.aaslh.org/Bookshelf March 
1 through April. All you have to do is to tell the AASLH 
what your greatest collections need is, how you will use the 
resources in the Bookshelf, and answer a few more simple 
questions. The contact is Terry Jackson at 615-320-3203 or at 
jackson@aaslh.org. 

The AASLH has many other resources including technical 
lea# ets,newsletters, and a magazine. See the website at www.
aaslh.org for more information.

Five institutions in Idaho have been informed that they are 
recipients of the Institute of Museum and Library Services 

(IMLS) Connecting to Collections Bookshelf. Those recipients 
are: Power County Historical Museum in American Falls, The 
College of Idaho in Caldwell, the Molstead Library at North 
Idaho College in Coeur d’Alene, the Historical Museum at St. 
Gertrude in Cottonwood, and the Museum of Idaho in Idaho 
Falls. 

851 museums, libraries, and archives, representing every state, 
the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico, have been selected. 
The collection of essential texts, DVD’s, charts, online resources, 
and other materials has been carefully assembled with the help of 
professionals throughout the nation.

The IMLS Bookshelf was made possible by a cooperative agree-
ment with the American Association for State and Local His-
tory (AASLH) and with support from the Getty Foundation, the 
Henry Luce Foundation, and the Samuel H. Kress Foundation. It 
is part of Connecting to Collections: A Call to Action, a strategic 
initiative by IMLS to address the challenge described in A Public 
Trust at Risk: The Heritage Health Index Report on the State of 
America’s Collections. The report concluded that:

190 million objects need conservation treatment,

65 percent of collecting institutions have damaged collec-
tions due to improper storage,

80 percent of collecting institutions lack an emergency plan 
for their collections and trained staff to carry it out, and

40 percent of institutions have no funds allocated in their 
annual budget for preservation and conservation.

Among the 851 institutional recipients, 236 are libraries or ar-
chives and 615 are museums. Most of the recipients have small 
budgets and staffs and have demonstrated an urgent need for this 
permanent resource. 

The IMLS Bookshelf focuses on collections typically found in 
art or history museums and in libraries’ special collections, with 
an added selection of texts for living collections. It addresses 
topics including the philosophy and ethics of collecting, col-
lections management and planning, emergency preparedness, 
and culturally speci" c conservation issues. Among the publica-
tions selected were The National Trust Manual of Housekeeping 
(published by the British National Trust in 2005), the Field Guide 
to Emergency Response (published by Heritage Preservation in 
2006), and Essentials of Conservation Biology (published by 
Primack in 2006).

•

•

•

•

IMLS’s Connecting to 
Collections Bookshelf
Free Resource Available to Museums

Idaho Museums Bene" t F rom  
AASLH Prog ram
5 Museums Receive IMLS Bookshelf

Idaho Museum of Natural 
History Making Plans for 
Milestone Celebration
Museum Turns 75 in Dec 2009

The Idaho Museum of Natural History is forming a 
steering committee to help plan a year-long celebra-

tion to commemorate its 75th Anniversary. The celebration 
will start in December 2009 and continue throughout 2010.
They hope to include state-wide exhibits, traveling pro-
grams and lectures, and a commemorative publication.

IMNH is mandated by the Idaho State Legislature to serve 
as the state museum of natural history, so IMNH hopes to 
recruit people from around the state to serve on the com-
mittee. 

If you would be interested in participating on this com-
mitte, or know someone who may be interested, please 
contact Teresa Nelson, IMNH Marketing Manager, at (208) 
282-2603 or nelstere@isu.edu.

Member Happenings continued  
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