
Abraham Lincoln exhibit 
west of the Mississippi 
with over 400 artifacts on 
exhibit.  
  Kelsey manages the 
membership and museums 
list for the IAM. 
 
Reed Phillips joins our 
board with an impressive 
background as a full-time 
doctor of chiropractic 
medicine for ten years. He  
has published and lectured 
extensively around the 
world. Reed serves as the 
Director of International 
Programs and Research 
Development for the 
Chriopractic Education 
and Research Foundation.        
 Reed’s wife and a busi-
ness partner, Don Aslett, 
have formed a company 
called Live-Right. They 
lecture, write books, and 
develop household prod-
ucts. Through this relation-
ship Reed became ac-
quainted with Don Aslett 

Ann Curtis began her career as 
a newspaper reporter/
photographer for various news-
papers in the Northwest. During 
her 25 years in this field she 
received numerous awards for 
her work.  
   Ann’s love of the written 
word led to her ownership of a 
bookstore in Payette for 10 
years. For the past nine years 
she has served as Museum Co-
ordinator of the Payette County 
Historical Society. Her respon-
sibilities include overseeing the 
daily operation of its museum.  
She was a member of the Board 
of Directors of the Friends of 
the Payette River Greenway and 
was instrumental in helping 
start a greenbelt in the City of 
Payette. 
   Ann is now secretary of the 
IAM. 
 
Kelsey Salsbery is excited to 
be representing the Southeast-
ern Region for IAM. She grew 
up in Northern California where 
she was immersed in cultural 
and educational opportunities at 
a very young age.  
   After graduating from Gon-
zaga University, she became the 
Marketing Director for the Spo-
kane Arena, Spokane Conven-
tion Center and INB Performing 
Arts Center.  
 Kelsey then moved with her 
fiancé to rural Montana where 
“this big city girl learned to em-
brace and love small town life. I 
now know how to bale hay, 
brand a calf and make bread 

from scratch; being en-
gaged to the son of a cattle 
rancher will do that to a 
girl!”  
    After getting married, 
Kelsey moved to Idaho 
Falls where she now works 
at the Museum of Idaho in 
Idaho Falls as its Director 
of Marketing, Promotions 
and Public Relations. “My 
main focus is to promote 
our world-class traveling 
exhibits and the eclectic 
educational programs we 
offer here at the museum. 
Over 100,000 people come 
through our doors every  
year and we pride our-
selves in being the premier 
cultural destination for the 
locals and tourists visit- 
ing the area.” The mu-
seum has hosted popular 
exhibits such as A T-Rex 
Named Sue and Titanic: 
The Artifact Exhibition. 
Opening in the fall will be  
Lincoln: Preservation of a 
Nation, the largest  

IAM News 
Id

ah
o 

A
ss

oc
ia

tio
n 

of
 M

us
eu

m
s 

S
ep

te
m

be
r 

20
09

 N
ew

sl
et

te
r 

Welcome to new IAM board members: Ann Curtis, Payette 
County Historical Society; Reed Phillips, Museum of Clean, 
Pocatello; and Kelsey Salsbery, Museum of Idaho, Idaho Falls 



who has collected about 10,000 
cleaning-related objects for his 
Museum of Clean. Don asked 
Reed to assist him in develop-
ing this museum as Director.            
 The building which will 
house the Museum is under 
construction with a hope that a 
portion will be open later this 
fall. In the meantime they are 
developing ideas for exhibits, 
putting together policies and 
procedures, developing a board 
of directors, and undertaking 
other miscellaneous activities.                          
 Reed states that while his 
background is in health care, “I 
have rich experience in   
administration and a love of 
history. The history of clean 
runs a close parallel to the his-
tory of domesticity and has 
some very strong connections 
to environmental and health  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

related issues. The  
museum has a great story 
to tell and is the only one 
in existence as far as we 
know.” 
 

Editor’s note: Look for 
more information on the 
Museum of Clean in a  

Custer Historical Soci-
ety, Virginia Anderson 
and Carol Frauenholz, 
drove to the Museum of 
Idaho in Idaho Falls to 
attend the day-long 
workshop, “Practical 
Solution for Small 
Budgets and Hard 
Times.”  
   The sessions presented 
by Diana Discus and 
Fred Walters were very 
interesting. Diana  dis-
cussed the proper equip-
ment to use in cleaning 
the museum and its arti-
facts. She stressed that it 
is important to wear 
white cotton gloves 
when handling any 
items. The gloves pro-

tect items from the dirt 
and oil from your hands 
which can never be  
removed just by wash-
ing. It is especially im-
portant to use gloves  
when handling clothing.          
 Clothing also should 
be protected from dirt 
and dust. If they are 
hung, the hangers should 
be covered with 100 per-
cent acid-free muslin. 
 Protect textiles stored 
in flat box by placing 
acid-free tissue paper 
between each item. Tex-
tiles displayed in glass 
cases and on manikins 
should be placed out of 
sunlight. When the mu-
seum is closed, cover the 

The "little old church 
museum" sits in a val-
ley of Idaho's tallest 
mountains in Mackay. It 
was built in 1902 for 
$1,600 on the corner of 
Highway 93 In 1986 the 
church was moved to its 
present location on Capi-
tol and Spruce next to 
the Mackay Library, 
where it became the Lost 
Rivers Museum.  
   Our museum is a 
friendly little place to 
entertain your family on 
a Friday or Saturday  
afternoon from 1 to 5 
p.m. or by appointment. 
   On May 2, museum 
representatives and 
members of the South 
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The Payette County Historical Society’s museum is 
located in this 1904 Methodist Episcopal Church. 
The upper story windows are stained glass. 

Overall, it was a 
fantastic workshop 
and an opportunity 
to meet with repre-
sentatives from 
other museums. 

Workshop report from the Little Old Church  Museum 
Judy Malkiewicz 

Museum Curator, Earl 
Lockie, with a new  
exhibit case. 

Reed Phillips, Director 
of the Museum of Clean.  



cover the manikins with a cotton sheet and also 
cover the windows to keep out light.  
 Fred Walters walked us through general interior 
and exterior maintenance of museum buildings, dis-
cussing various important concerns such as floor 
load. It is important to keep your museum tempera-
ture as even as possible through the four seasons 
here in Idaho. All electricity, plumbing, water, and 
propane needs to be checked yearly. Unfortunately, 
the Lost Rivers Museum cannot afford to heat our 
museum through the winter. Overall, it was a fan- 

tastic workshop and an opportunity to meet with rep-
resentatives from other museums. 
 Once home in Mackay, Carol Frauenholz and  
Virginia Anderson went to the Lost Rivers Museum 
to take a better look at our clothing exhibits. We 
have recently improved our clothing exhibits with 
three big glass display cases made by our museum 
curator, Earl Lockie. 
Editor’s note: The Idaho Heritage trust funded workshop 
presenters Diana Dicus and Fred Walters. The three dis-
play cases were partially funded by the ISHS Community 
Grant Program. 

Idaho State Historical Society’s Community Grant Program  

ing collections. 
3. Public access and interpretive enhancements, in-
cluding improvements in lighting, exhibit design and 
construction, exhibit labeling, educational program-
ming, and signage. 

 4. Heritage tourism., such as brochures and websites. 
 
 Application forms are available on the Historical  
Society’s website at www.idahohistory.net. You can also 
contact Keith Petersen, State Historian/Associate Direc-
tor, Idaho State Historical Society, North Idaho Office, 
112 W. 4th St., Suite #7, Moscow, ID  83843, 208-882-
1540. Email address is keith.petersen@ishs.idaho.gov.  
 Applicants are encouraged to contact Keith prior to 
completing the grant application to determine the eligibil-
ity of a proposed project or for assistance in preparing the 
application. 
 

 
 

Over 40 museums and cultural organizations 
throughout the state have benefited from this grant 
program which is now soliciting applications for a 
third year.  The purpose of the grant program is to 
strengthen preservation, interpretation, and education 
efforts throughout Idaho.  
 The deadline for grant applications this year is 
September 24, no later than 4 p.m. Note that this is 
the date they must be received; not the postmark 
date.   
 Awards will be a minimum of $500 and a maximum 
of $2,500. The Idaho State Historical Society requires 
at least a 50% match on all grants. Match may be in 
the form of cash or in-kind, such as in-kind match for 
the value of contributed labor, services, and supplies.  
 Eligible applicants must be Idaho non-profit organi-
zations whose mission is focused on history, historic 
preservation, and/or education.  Tribal, city, and 
county governments are also eligible.  
State and federal agencies are not eligi-
ble, but may partner with an eligible 
Idaho non-profit organization.  
 Acceptable projects may include 
the following:  

1. Operations and administration 
for assistance in  membership re-
cruitment, fundraising, development 
of board policies and procedures,  
and management assessment. 
2. Collections management for pur-
chase of storage materials and shelv-
ing, and equipment for computeriz-
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Boundary County Histori-
cal Society library. The 
society received a $4,133 
ISHS award to continue 
documenting and storing 
museums artifacts. Grant 
funds will also be used to 
place UV protective shields 
on fluorescent light tubes 
and purchase archival-
quality storage containers 
and racks. At left are two 
volunteers in the library.  



corners to the shore.  
 The dredge began operating August 24, 1940 and 
stopped temporarily on October 12, 1942 because of 
the war. It resumed work in March 1946 and finally 
ceased operating in August 1953.  
 Until 1966 the abandoned, multi-story structure  
was a target for vandals who removed copper  
control lines and all loose items as well as breaking 
the windows.  
 In 1966 the owner J. R. Simplot donated it to the 
Forest Service which repaired it but was not able to 
open it to the public. In 1979 a group of volunteers, 
many who are descendents of the men who worked 
on the dredge, formed the Yankee Fork Gold Dredge 
Association to help preserve and restore the dredge, 
and to conduct tours. Their efforts at cleanup, resto-
ration, tours, and documentation continue.  
 The dredge is located off Highway 75 near Challis 
in the Land of the Yankee Fork Historical Area. A 
state parks interpretive center at Challis can provide 
directions as well as information on the dredge and 
other attractions in the area. 

The Yankee Fork dredge is one of the largest, self
-propelled dredges that ever operated in Idaho.  
In 1939, tests of core samples taken from the Yankee 
Fork area showed evidence of gold, some estimates 
reaching as high as 11 million dollars. After search-
ing for a company that could build a dredge strong 
enough to work the gravel, the Snake River Mining 
Company selected the Bucyrus-Erie Company which 
built it at a cost of $309.968. 
 Howard A. Packard, Jr., who wrote the story of the 
Yankee Fork gold dredge, describes the dredge as a 
“barge with a digging apparatus on the front, a sort-
ing device to separate the ‘fine’ from the larger 
rocks, and a stacker to stack the cobbles back out of 
the way.” During the dredging, a series of sluice 
boxes separates the gold from the fines. 
 In 1940, with the Great Depression still gripping 
the country, 43 men worked assembling the dredge. 
Their families camped near the worksite along with 
hopeful job seekers.  
 Trucking the materials for the dredge over the Ga-
lena Summit is described by Packard as a spectacular 
feat.” Because of updrafts during the day , the trucks 
had to move at night. The heavier material was 
brought in to Challis by rail.  
 The dredge is built on 25 pontoons and floats in a 
pond it digs out. It is 112 feet, 6 inches long and 54 
feet wide. The stacker is 105 feet and the front 
bucket is 64-foot stern gantry. It is anchored at four 

 Preserving a Unique Idaho Mining Artifact 
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In 2008 the Yankee Ford Gold Dredge Associa-
tion received a $2,500 ISHS Community Grant to 
install a new metal roof which will prevent further 
water damage to the interior. The Idaho Heritage 
Trust also provided fuding for the project.   



On August 15, a group of 100 gathered in the rain 
at the town of North Fork for the dedication of the  
restored monument to Toby, the Lemhi Shoshone 
who guided the Lewis and Clark expedition across 
the Bitterroots. The original monument to Toby had 
been erected in this town in the 1930s, at a ceremony 
attended by Senator William Borah.  
 In the 1950s the monument was dismantled to 
make way for highway construction. Fortunately, the 
Lemhi County Historical Society in Salmon  
preserved the bronze plaques. These are now reset 
into the restored monument which stands just a few 
yards away from its original location.  
 Working from historical photos of the original,  
volunteers John Goodman and his son, Seth, recon-
structed the monument as closely as possible to the 
original. The Governor's Lewis and Clark Trail  
Committee provided financial support for materials. 
The monument is on a formerly unused triangle of 
Forest Service property. When completed, this will 
become a community park and wayside, with picnic 
tables and trees. 
 Toby and his son were an integral part of the 
Lewis and Clark expedition. When the two captains 
determined that it was not possible to take boats 
down the Salmon, they purchased horses from the 
Lemhi for the trip over the formidable mountains. 
The two Lemhi Shoshones agreed to guide the expe-
dition over Lost Trail Pass, through the Bitterroots, 
over Lolo Pass, and into Nez Perce country. 
 There were not completely familiar with the terri-
tory, After they reached Lolo, Toby led them a bit 
“up and down” from the ridge tops to the river. Basi-
cally, Toby did a commendable job of getting the 
expedition through the most difficult passage of the 
entire expedition. 

 The participants at the August ceremony included 
the Masons who dedicated the monument, an Ameri-
can Legion color guard, representatives of the Lemhi 
Shoshone, John and Seth Goodman, and members of 
the Governor’s Lewis and Clark Trail Committee.  

Monument to Lemhi 
Guide Restored 
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Inscribed on the monument is this  
Tribute to the Lemhi Shoshone guide: 

Old Toby served this expedition 
without fee, favor, or reward. 



 
You’ve noticed that this newsletter has stories and 
news from southeastern Idaho, thanks to information I 
received about the Yankee Fork Gold Dredge and the 
Toby monument. The IAM doesn’t have reporters in 
the field, but depends on readers like you to send me 
articles about your museum. I encourage everyone to 
consider submitting an item—with a photo please—of 
an event, new exhibit, or perhaps a unique artifact.  
 Email is the easiest method of doing this, but mail 
can also work. My mailing address is 313 NW Webb 
Street, Pullman, WA 99163, and the email address is 
reedme@pullman.com. Despite the Washington address, 
I am a native Idahoan who has been involved in Idaho 
museums and history for over 30 years. I hope to hear 
from you! 
 
  After a successful spring of conservation workshops, 
we’re looking forward to next year’s conference. We’ll be 
meeting in Nampa for the first time, and looking forward 
to another great opportunity to learn new skills and ex-
change ideas. This will also be a chance to visit a dy-

namic community that is building upon its historical past. 
 Our host will be the Canyon County Historical  
Museum, and director Wendy Miller is planning special 
tours of the impressive Union Pacific Depot, which 
houses the museum, and a walking tour of the downtown 
where businesses have restored many historic facades. 
Nampa received an Esto Perpetua award in 2009 from the 
Idaho State Historical Society for its excellent preserva-
tion efforts. 
 The conference dates are April 16 and 17, with a full 
session scheduled for Friday and morning sessions on 
Saturday the 17th. Now is the time to mark these dates off 
in your calendar and plan to meet your museum col-
leagues and friends in Nampa! 
 
Please check out our updated and renewed website. 
Thanks to the computer skills of Ann Ferguson and Marc 
Blackburn, we’ve added our two brochures, membership 
information, and an updated listing of museums.  
 If you don’t see yours listed or if information is incor-
rect or incomplete, please notify me and I’ll forward to 
the information to our website experts. My email is 
reedme@pullman.com. 
 
 

Front Street and Union Pacific's main line and yard, the historic building still 
serves a valuable purpose long after hundreds of other such structures have 
been demolished or removed from railroad property. 
 The depot, home for the Canyon County Historical Society Museum since 
its dedication on July 3rd, 1976, served as Nampa's train depot for 22 years 
before Union Pacific built another depot on the north side of the tracks in 
1925.  Union  
Pacific gifted the depot to the historical Society, which restored and converted 
it into their museum. Outside the depot are a rare steam-operated crane and a 
Union Pacific steel caboose which visitors can tour during museum hours.  

A note from 
the editor  
Mary Reed 
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At left, the historic Union Pacific Depot in 
Nampa, the site of the IAM   

2010 conference. 

There are few century-old railroad 
structures remaining in the United 
States that reflect their region's col-
orful railroad history quite like 
Nampa, Idaho's beautiful brick 
Oregon Short Line depot.  
 Built in 1902-03, at a cost of around 
$30,000, the distinctive structure fea-
tures elaborate design elements com-
bining Baroque Revival, Renaissance, 
and Romanesque architecture. Lo-
cated in downtown Nampa between 
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Officers 
Alyse Cadez, President 
Mary Reed, Vice-President 
Ann Curtis, Secretary 
Laurie Baker, Treasurer 
 

Board Members 
 

Northern Region 
Mary Cay Henry, Curator  
Historical Museum at St. Gertrude 
465 Keuterville Road 
Cottonwood, ID 83522 
(208) 962-2051 
curator@stgertrudes.org 
 
Dan Crandall, Director 
Latah County Historical Society 
327 East Second Street 
Moscow, ID 83843 
(208) 882-1004 
dcrandall@latah.id.us 
 

Southwestern Region 
Laurie Baker, Curator 
Eagle Historical Museum 
67 East State St., Eagle, ID 83616 
(208) 939-2669 
eaglemuseum@cityofeagle.org 
 
Ann Curtis, Museum Coordinator 
Payette County Historical Society 
P. O. Box 696, Payette, ID 83661 
(208) 642-4883, or 642-4537 
payettemuseum@qwestoffice.net 
 

Southeastern Region 
Reed Phillips, Director 
Don Aslett’s Museum of Clean 
711 South Second Avenue 
P. O. Box 6169, Pocatello, ID 83205 
(208) 241-4855, rphillips@fcer.org 
 
Kelsey Salsbery, Marketing Dir. 
Museum of Idaho 
200 North Eastern Avenue 
Idaho Falls, ID 83402 
(208) 552-1400, ext. 3004 
kelseysalsbery@museumof idaho.org 

At-Large Representatives 
 
Patty Miller, Executive Director 
Basque Museum & Cultural Center 
611 Grove Street, Boise, ID 83702 
(208) 343-1285 
pattyam@basquemuseum.com 
 
Mary Reed 
313 NW Webb Street, Pullman, WA 
99163. (509) 332-3457 
reedme@pullman.com 
 
Alyse Cadez, Ed. Technician/ 
  Volunteer Coordinator 
Nez Perce National Historical Park 
39063 U.S. Highway 95 
Spalding, ID 83540, (208) 843-7038 
alyse_cadez@nps.gov   
 
Ann Ferguson 
Bonner County Historical Museum 
611 S. Ella Avenue, Sandpoint, ID 
83864. (208) 263-2344 
bcmuseum@verizon.net 
 

Advisory Committee 
 
Jody Ochoa, Director 
Idaho State Historical Museum 
610 North Julia Davis Drive 
Boise, ID 83702 
(208) 334-2120, ext. 14 
jochoa@ishs.idaho.gov 
 
Teresa Nelson 
379 Canyon Drive 
Pocatello, ID 83204 
(208) 760-9142 
kenandteresa@hotmail.com 
 

Website 
Marc Blackburn 
Nez Perce National Historical Park 
39063 U.S. Highway 95 
(208) 843-7026 
marc_blackburn@nps.gov 
 
Ann Ferguson 

Newletter and Membership 
Laurie Baker 
Mary Reed 
Kelsey Salsbery 

Membership Form  

We invite you to join the Idaho Association of 
Museums. Membership benefits include  
 
 * IAM Newsletter three times a year 
 * Annual conferences and workshops 
 * Travel stipends 
 * Museum assessment mini-grants 
 * State and regional advocacy 
 * Web site  
  
Become a new institutional and/or individual  
Member or invite a colleague or friend to join 
by filling out this form and sending it with your 
payment to Laurie Baker, IAM Treasurer, 
Eagle Historical Museum, 67 East State 
Street, Eagle, ID 83616. 
Please make your check payable to the Idaho 
Association of Museums. 

�  Individual ($10 per membership) 
�  Institution Dues Annual Budget 
  $15 up to $5,000 
  $20 $5,001 - $25,000 
  $30 $25,001 - $50,000 
  $50 Over $50,000  
�  I/we wish to make an additional  
 contribution 
 

Name _____________________________ 

Title ______________________________ 

Institution____________________________ 

Address _____________________________ 

City__________________State___Zip_____ 

Daytime telephone ___________________ 

Email address ________________________ 

 
Type of membership:  
 �  Individual   �  Institutional 
  
Amount enclosed $__________ 

Thank you for  
your support! 

 



c/o Kelsey Salsbery 
Museum of Idaho 
200 N. Eastern Ave. 
Idaho Falls, ID 83402 

Spread the news about  
your museum or cultural site!  

 
The IAM Newsletter encourages its readers to 
submit articles about museum events, activities, 
awards, intriguing artifacts and documents, 

and other subjects of interest to our museum and cultural community. 
Please include a photo along with your story. 
 

See the “Notes from the Editor” inside for more information.  
We look forward to hearing from you! 


